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CATCHING UP
WITH COLE
CARDWELL

Thee covar stary of last yvaar's
H"Crammunity” saction was
written by Cala Cardwall,
seated, then a senior at
Mariclian High School
Ceruising up ard down North
Hills Strest usad o be a
favarite pasttima, but these
days Cole's cruising is
limitad to the pages of
books, 'l don’t really miss
it,” said Carchwall, mow a
freshman majoring in
business administration at
Mississippi State University,
“Whan | graduated and laft
Mariclian, that pretly much
put an end to my cruising
days ... Whan | come haomae,
| usualhy just visit my frisnds
at their homas,” he said,
Caole's words of wisdom to
currant Morth Hills Streat
cruisars: “Enjay it whils it
lasis,”

FILE PHOTG

A significant historical

event for

Astley Falmer submifted this “Hragming
Rigits" shory ahout her husbaud, 31-yegr-old
Caps. Henry A, Palmer of the Mississippi Army
Natisna! Guard’s 150tk Combar Engiaeer
Battalion. He wasz beer in Trag siace July and
iz sl scheduled to refurn ome wntil February
20005,

“Thark you so gech for dotug s for ene
soldiers,” she safd. Tt means the world to us lofd
Berek Bose seissdmg thei o got & claues fa brag
o stE geys!”

By Ashley Palmer
special o The Star

blw husband, Heney Palimer, became invelved
i the ROTC program at the University of Mis-
sissippl. He completed his officer's programs
and moved back to his reots in Meridian.

He s very grateful to be sepving his eormmii-
nify and country. He has always been proud of
his hometown, Meridian, and wanted o make a
difference,

With the 150th, he serves as the battalion
maintenanee officer and is a fine leader, As a
civilian, he works af Community Bank as a bank
officer — but when he received the call to serve,

the world

he was proud to go defend his country and help
spread demaocracy.

What there are doing is truly a significant
historical event, not just for Trag, boat for the
workd, As his wife, | am so prowd of my soldier.
He 15 a true leader and our hero. We have two
small children, Jackson, 4, and Olivia, 2. As hard
a5 it i raising two children without him, | know
that what he is deing s helping us all in the
loeing rum.

[ hope the community that he is s prood of
will get behind these guvs because they are
making such sacrifices to ensure the safety and
frecdoms we take Tor granted. We need to Keep
them in our thoughts and prayers daily ...

He has been away from home since July and
i nob schedulad te return until Febraary 2006 .
our children ask for him each and every day
Twenty months away from home is a long time
for anyone, but especially for somecne with amall
children.

It waes hesribreaking for us all to say good bye,
but I know the Lord will return him safely. He is
a wonderful husband, father and soldier. T eould
il be more prowd, God bless America and the
troogs that serve her!

Veterans: ‘We wish we
could be there with you’

Sgt. Hobhy Rushing, U5 Army retived, is @
referan of the Havean War He served in Keren
fromy 1950-52 g5 o U5 Avmy combaf
correspondent, wrifing accennts of what was
gring on fior stoteside newspapers as part of the
Ist Cavalry [Nyision,

Habby glse has the distinclion af being @
contribuwting writer fo every one af The Meridian
Stars reader-arrittens Profile editions: “Prafile
20015 By the Peapile,” “Frofile 2002; The Fabric
af America,” “Frafile 2003: A Sense of Flace,”
“Profile 20004 Building Bridges™ and now ...
“Frofile 20005: A Leffer from Home.”

Here is his letter fo thve froops,

Sincere greetings to my
American military heroes!

Mo, The news we see and read does not tell us
all about you and all that is happening with you
over there, Especially some of the good things
that are taking place in those war-torn areas,
Safe schools, clean water, hospitals and much
more, we never, of rarely hear about,

Furthermore, we believe that vou don know
all that is taking place in your hometown area.
May thiz old veteran tell you about just a little
that comes into his “fading” mind,

But first: Some of us veterans back home are
now in our late 805 and carly 90s, some in a
vounger group of 60 and 7z

Yees, we do see you and read aboot you, We
watch the television news and rewd The Weridiga
Star

(th, how many of us older veterans wish we
could be there with you, some with the old M-1
rifles we shouldered in the 405 and 50s in the
steaming hot, mostly rock or jungle Pacific
[slands — and the hot and cold extremes in the
countries of Europe and the deadly, freczing
cold of horea.

Then, how about we younger men carrying
our M-16z, wading up to our waist in those rice
piddies and jungles in the 60s and Tis?

We now watch all of vou, showing determina-
tion, with your voung physiques, full of stamina
and good health as vou batthe through the sand
and heat of places as Irag and Afghanistan ...

As we consider you in those foreign lands, the
main thing we remember and appreciate is that
vou are nof battling these enemics on your
hometown sirects of East Mississippi and Woest
Alabama.

What if it was in Quitman? Meridian ... or
Livings=ton?

That's something we really don’t want 4o think
of, knowing that you who are fghting building-to-
building, or cavedo-cave, would give vour all fo
prevent that,

Yes, many of you are children of veterans of
World War 1I, Korea and Vietnam, Some, pos-
sibly grandchildren,

& vou have found out, you are facing an evil
enemy. Crazy maniacs, insurgents they are
called, who place no value on human life

Geneva Convention? What is that to these
land-mine and readside bomb planters and be-
headers of human life? They've never heard of
this wartime agreement between countries,

MWow, let"s et back here at
home,

Az owe drive down the
strects and highways, we can
see on the backs and sides of
automobiles  and  trucks,
bright, magnetic yellow and
redl-white-and-blue ribbons.
Each has words exclaiming
things like “Freedom [sn't
Free,” “Pray For OQuwr
Troeps,” Lo Hless o
America™ and “One Mation Rushing
Linder Ceod.”

Hundreds of your family members, fricnds
and the general public are using this method to
show their support for your courage and sacri-
fices in their behalf,

Also, there is a huge tree at Bonita Lakes in
Meridian. It has hundreds of yellow and white
ribbons attached to the branches and fickering
in the sunlight. Each ribbon carries the names of
some of you, purchased in your honor, Some
athers are in memory of military men and
women who gave their lves,

A short piece further, the highway passes
under a bridge on L5 Highway 45 Bypass,
which goes around Meridian. This huge, four-
lane concrete structure has recently been dedi-
cited] s the “*Military Order of The Purple Heart
Memorial Hridge.”™

A huge, colorful sign on cach side announces
it as such. All who pass that way cach day, surely
secing the signs, undeubtedly think of you and
yvour efforts .. Some who pass are likely vel-
erans of other wars where they carned Purple
Hearts.

Many “love” packages have been sent your
way from organizations in your hometowns, We
hope you are receiving some of these, flled with
items you said you needed,

Churches in this Deep South Bible Belt [if
yvou up in prayer each week, asking Godd for your
daily and return-home safety.

As a personal “coffee drinker” at a fast-foed
restaurant, | have noted on many occasions civik
ians going to the tables and booths of unifermed
military personnel and “taking away™ their foed
tickets to pay for them as a small act of appreci
ation for their service.

Thiz writer is aged and not in too great of
health.

I eouldn’t make it now there with you, How-
ever, this is now and | was then.

When vou finish your towrs, and extended
tours, and come home to your parents, wives
and children who are ecagerly waiting and
praving daiby for your safe return, | hopse you will
arrive to a hero's welcome and not be met on an
airstrip or ship deck full of anti-war demonstra-
tors as happened during Korea and Vietnam
homecomings.,

I personally thank you, bless you in prayer,
and appreciate what vou do for me and for our
country.,

As your commander-in-chief, owr president,
always closes his spoeches . may “God Bless
Americal”

Just sign me " Bobby™




